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Same-Sex Marriage jJudgement: What Next?

ASTITVA SINGH
MA English, Il year

The 17th October 2023 Indian Supreme Court
judgement on the same-sex marriage case was not
received happily by the Indian Queer community.
The court refused to legalise same-sex marriages,
thus crashing all hopes of a beautiful equal future
for queer people living in India. This also comes at
a time when Nepal and Thailand, two neighbouring
nations of India, have legalised same-sex marriages.
At the same time, these two nations emerged as
resilient nations to overcome the colonial notions of
homophobia, but India particularly lags behind. India
has a population of around ten to twelve lakh LGBT
people who have accepted their sexual orientation
and come out in public. The majority are still not
able to talk openly about their sexuality, waiting for
legal rights to establish queer-friendly legislation
in India. Thus, the Supreme Court judgement is a
disadvantage to many queer people in India.

Marriage comes with a bouquet of rights,
which includes opening a joint account with a
partner, nominating the partner in insurance and
medical claims, live-in relationships, etc. These
advantages are deprived of the LGBT community,
making them vulnerable to social injustices. While
the Parliament of India has established a law for
transgender protection, hardly any desirable
changes have occurred in India, and transgenders
are still living in primitive and pathetic conditions.
AIDS patients from the LGBT population hardly
have access to quality healthcare facilities and
many die due to a lack of timely facilities. The
conditions are inhumane in some parts of rural
India, where hegemonic notions are dominant and
hetero-patriarchy structure blankets over society.
Thus, it is crucial to decide and act in favour of
the Indian queer community in order to overcome

grave human rights concerns and deficiencies in
social structure.

The next step after the Supreme Court
judgement is to initiate a mass advocacy programme
among Indian citizens, focusing much on the youth
population. The best way to go forward with this is
to include texts on queer studies from all disciplines
in school textbooks. This will help establish a basic
understanding of the alternative sexualities within
the dynamic concept of gender. Students will be able
to grasp the issues of LGBT and derive innovative
these issues. Alternatively, advocacy programmes
should be initiated at the school level where both
students and their parents can discuss alternative
sexualities, like gay and lesbian. This will also
help in neutralising the wrong baseless prejudices
attached to the LGBT community in India, which
are often linked with psychiatric diseases and the
abnormal work of the devil. Attempts need to be
made to allow adolescents to discuss their sexual
orientation with teachers, parents, and friends in
order to reduce risks of mental health problems.

On a legal and political level, much work needs
to be done even after much has already been done.
The vast number of archives on queer studies needs
to be established as a basis of arguments along with
contemporary social scenarios. Homosexuality and
other alternative sexualities always existed in India
until the colonial government banned “unnatural
desires”. People of different professions and
minds need to come together and fight for queer
issues, keeping the vast queer history of India as
its background. Collectively, heterosexual and
homosexual people can help in reaching the desired
goal of an equal society for LGBT people.
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THE UNKNOWN ADDRESS

SHAYON UPADHAYA

BA (H) Economics, Ill year

The night began with a familiar sense of dread.
I had been at the office late, again, buried under
files and figures. I glanced at the clock on my
desk: 10:00 PM. My eyes burned from staring at
spreadsheets all day, and my fingers ached from
relentless typing.

“Akash, one more thing,” my boss, Maheep Puri,
had said earlier in the evening, tossing another file
onto my already towering stack of work. "Deadline’s
tomorrow morning. You'll manage, right?”
sta&i’ng back late on a Saturday night, knowing
that Sunday too would slip away to exhaustion, only
added to my frustration. My solace? A lukewarm
cup of instant coffee I fetched during a short break.
I sighed, my shoulders slumping under the weight
of another sleepless night. Last night had been
restless enough, and now, this. By 11 PM, though,
I was done. I leaned back in my chair, stretching,
and checked my watch. The office was deserted, my
colleagues having left hours ago. I grabbed my bag,
doused my desk lamp, and headed to the parking
lot.

The night air was crisp, but it felt heavy. The
roads were eerily empty, their silence broken only
by the occasional hum of a distant vehicle. As I
drove through the deserted streets, a strange unease
began to settle in my chest, but I shook it off. The
sky hung low, painted a deep indigo, with clouds
casting shifting shadows across the faintly glowing
streetlights. I felt strangely out of place, as though
I was the only living soul in the vast expanse of
Delhi.
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When I reached my house, the streetlights
were flickering, casting long, dancing shadows that
made the world look distorted. I parked, got my
things and approached my house. Strangely, I saw
the front door was slightly ajar. My parents, who
retired early, were usually meticulous about locking
up, even though I had a set of keys. Maybe Ma had
forgotten to latch it properly before bed.

Inside, the dim lighting made everything feel
off-kilter. Dropping my bag on the sofa, I went on
to freshen up after a tiring day at work. I noticed
that the bathroom, always to the left of the corridor,
seemed to be on the right. I reasoned that sleep
deprivation had got a major hold of my senses.
Thereafter, I checked the fridge, reheated the
leftovers my mother had prepared, and sat on the
sofa to eat. As I sat down, a peculiar smell wafted
through the air, something faintly burnt, like
charred wood. Dismissing it as residual smoke from
nearby festivities, I relaxed, letting the comforting
silence of home envelop me.

The smell grew stronger, and I heard a rustle,
faint but unmistakable, coming from the hallway.
My breath hitched. “Ma, is that you?”

No response. “Ma, are you there?” I stood and
took a few hesitant steps toward the sound.

From the shadows emerged an elderly woman.
She was slight, her gray hair pulled into a loose
bun, and she clutched the folds of her shawl. Her
presence froze me in my tracks.

She seemed as startled as I was. “Who... who are
you?” she stammered.

“I should be asking you that,” I said, trying to




mask my fear with authority. “This is my house.”

“No,” she said firmly, her voice quivering. “This
is my house. You must have made a mistake. This is
house number 1389.”

“1389?” I echoed, confused. My house was three
doors down—1386. Had I truly entered the wrong
house? The exhaustion must have played tricks on
me.

Her face mirrored my shock. “Who are you,
young man?” she asked, her tone both wary and
bewildered.

“Forgive me,” I stammered, mortified. I live just
three houses down. I must’ve been so tired that I...”

She smiled, her expression softening. “It’s all
right. Come, sit for a while. You look tired. Have a
pancake.”

Despite my unease, her kind demeanour calmed
me. I sat on a chair as she shuffled to the kitchen.
She placed a plate of golden pancakes in front of
me.

“I made these for Adam, but he wouldn’t mind
if I share”

Her hands trembled as she spoke, her voice
tinged with melancholy. I listened as she spoke, her
words weaving a tale of solitude and longing. She
told me how she spent her days reminiscing about
her late husband and how the house was her last
connection to him.

“After my husband passed, it’s been lonely here.
My son, Adam, he's so busy with his work. He’s
supposed to visit today, though. I've been waiting
for him.”

“You remind me of Adam, you know,” she said
softly. “Kind eyes.”

Her words stirred a pang of sadness in me. [
promised to check on her whenever she needed.
“Think of me as a son,” I said, trying to comfort her.

As I left, I glanced at the house number. Sure

enough, it was 1389.1 shook my head at my mistake,
muttering about how sleep deprivation could make
you delusional. Back in my actual house, I barely
managed to kick off my shoes before collapsing into
bed.

The blaring sirens woke me. From my window,
I saw chaos outside. An ambulance and fire brigade
had pulled up near house 1389. Smoke curled from
its windows, and neighbours crowded the scene. My
heart dropped.

I threw on a jacket and rushed over. The house
was cordoned off by the police. I hurried out, joining
the gathering crowd. I went up to an officer.

“What happened?” I asked, breathless.

The officer sighed. “Looks like a burglary gone

wrong,” he replied Jgﬁmly.m“The old lady, Mrs.
Christina Matthews... she didn’t make it. 'fhey
hit her with something sharp at the dining table.
Smoke was detected this morning, and when the
fire brigade arrived, they found her body.”

“No,” I whispered, shaking my head. “That’s
impossible. I was with her last night. We talked. She
was waiting for her son.”

The officer frowned. “Her son had arrived just
this morning. He identified the body.”

My legs felt like lead as I stepped aside, trying to
process the information. A man, presumably Adam
whom Mrs. Christina mentioned about, stood near
the house, talking to the police. His face was pale,
etched with grief.

I approached him hesitantly. “I'm so sorry for
your loss,” I began. “I met your mother last night.
She spoke so fondly of you.”

He froze. “You... met her? Last night?”

“Yes. She said she was waiting for you.”

Adam’s face turned ashen. “That’s not possible.
The forensic team confirmed she died three days
ago. I've been trying to reach her, but...”
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“No,” I insisted. I sat in her living room. She

gave me pancakes.”

The officer overheard and stepped in. “The
burglars broke in through the windows, but the
door was locked from the inside. She lived alone.
Are you sure you weren’t mistaken?”

Mistaken?
warmth of her pancakes, the sadness in her voice.

My memories were vivid—the

Yet the weight of their words pressed down on me.
If she had been dead for days, then who or what did
I meet last night?

Adam placed a hand on my shoulder. “I believe
you. My mother was kind. If her spirit lingered,

she’d only want to make someone feel welcome.
Maybe... maybe you gave her some peace.”

As the ambulance carried her body away, a chill
ran through me. I realized that some addresses are
not just places; they’re thresholds. And last night, I
had crossed one unknowingly.

Back in my room, I shut the door and sat on the
bed, gripping the edges of reality with trembling
hands. The spine-chilling truth was clear: the
woman [ met wasn’t among the living. And yet,
she had seemed so human and full of longing and
warmth. As though, even in death, she clung to the
hope of her son’s return.

-~ BOSE: THE SCHOLAR REBEL OF BENGAL

SHAYON UPADHAYA

BA (H) Economics, Il year

Whenever one hears the term "Neta,” it often
evokes contempt. The average Indian is all too
familiarwith thewidespread revulsion surrounding
political leaders branded with this term. Yet, a
subtle transformation to “Netaji” ushers in a
wave of reverence. It becomes a word brimming
with respect, evoking tales of courage, sacrifice,
and an unyielding commitment to the nation. To
many, this name conjures the indomitable spirit
of a man whose contributions reshaped India’s
fight for independence i.e. Netaji Subhas Chandra
Bose. Revered as the "Tiger of Bengal,” Bose’s mere
name became a symbol of defiance, unnerving
the colonial British administration and rallying
millions of Indians under a common dream of
freedom. Bose’s journey from a brilliant student
to an enduring icon of India’s freedom struggle is
a testament to his unparalleled resolve and vision.
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Born into a prosperous family, Bose grew up in
an environment where education and spirituality
were deeply cherished. His early life, shaped by a
blend of modern education and traditional values,
set the foundation for his extraordinary future.
He was enrolled in an English medium school,
where he excelled academically, showing a natural
inclination towards subjects such as Philosophy,
Literature, and the works of prolific thinkers.
Despite his Western-style education, his worldview
was profoundly rooted in Indian spirituality,
influenced by the teachings of Sri Ramakrishna
His

mother’s religious fervour further immersed

Paramahansa and Swami Vivekananda.
him in the study of the Vedas and Upanishads,
nurturing a spiritual consciousness that would
later complement his revolutionary zeal. From
his early years, he exhibited an unrelenting




determination to excel. His brilliance shone
through his academic performance, securing
top ranks and setting him apart as a scholar of
great promise. At Presidency College in Kolkata,
a pivotal incident marked the beginning of his
transformation towards nationalism. When an
English professor made derogatory remarks about
Indian culture, Bose’s nationalist instincts flared
and he organised a protest that escalated into a
confrontation, ultimately leading to his rustication.
Far from discouraging him, this episode ignited
a fire within him, solidifying his commitment
to the cause of India’s independence. He later
graduated from the Scottish Church College and,
true to his tenacity, excelled in the Indian Civil
Services (ICS) examination, securing the fourth
rank in the open competitive examination, a feat
that underscored his intellect and discipline. Yet,
the prospect of serving the British administration
was incompatible with his ideals. In 1921, Bose
decided not to take the final examination for the
ICS, a decision that epitomized his unwavering
dedication to India’s freedom. This marked the
beginning of a political journey that would see
him rise as one of the most charismatic and
dynamic leaders of his time. Initially aligning with
the Indian National Congress, Bose collaborated
with leaders like Mahatma Gandhi and Jawaharlal
Nehru. While he admired Gandhi’s vision, Bose’s
approach diverged significantly due to his belief
that India’s liberation could not be achieved merely
through passive resistance. One of the most iconic
episodes in Bose’s life was his daring escape from
house arrest in 1941.

Under
authorities, Bose devised a meticulous plan to

constant surveillance by British

elude his captors. Feigning deep meditation and
renunciation, he convinced the authorities to

grant him solitude. Exploiting this opportunity,

he disguised himself and embarked on a perilous
journey to Afghanistan, eventually reaching
Germany. This act of audacious courage not
only demonstrated his resourcefulness but also
underscored his unwavering determination to free
India from colonial shackles. While in Germany,
Bose sought support for India’s independence
from Adolf Hitler. An intriguing anecdote from
their meeting illustrates Bose’s sharp intellect.
Before their encounter, Hitler reportedly sent
several doppelgangers to test Bose’s ability to
identify him. Demonstrating his keen observation
and presence of mind, Bose recognized the
real Hitler instantly, earning his respect. This
meeting, though controversial, highlighted Bose’s
willingness to explore unconventional avenues to
achieve his goal. Bose’s journey then took him to
Southeast Asia, where he reorganized the Indian
National Army (INA), christened as the Azad Hind
Fauj. His fiery speeches and magnetic personality
galvanized thousands of Indians, including
women, to join the INA. Bose’s progressive mindset
was evident in the formation of the Rani of Jhansi
Regiment, an all-women combat unit, which
emerged as a revolutionary step that challenged
societal norms and showcased his belief in gender
equality. His iconic slogan, “Give me blood, and
I shall give you freedom!” became a rallying
cry, inspiring countless patriots to sacrifice
everything for the motherland. Despite the INA’s
eventual military setbacks, its impact on India’s
independence movement was profound. Bose’s
leadership and sacrifices left an indelible mark on
the nation’s consciousness, instilling a renewed
sense of pride and determination among Indians.
The mystery surrounding Bose’s disappearance
in 1945 continues to captivate the imagination of
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millions. According to official accounts, he died

in a plane crash in Taiwan. However, nhumerous
theories suggest otherwise, fuelling speculation
that he survived and lived incognito.

One such theory revolves around Gumnami
Baba, a reclusive figure discovered in Uttar Pradesh
in 1985. Many believed him to be Bose, citing his
enigmatic nature and striking resemblance to the
leader. For a man deeply influenced by spirituality,
it is conceivable that Bose might have embraced a
life of renunciation, distancing himself from the
public eye after dedicating his life to the nation.
Bose’s legacy transcends his role as a freedom
fighter. He was a visionary who embodied the
ideals of selflessness, courage, and unwavering

commitment to the greater good. His life serves

as a powerful reminder of the potential within
everyone to effect change and challenge injustice.
On his 128th birth anniversary, we celebrate not
just the leader who fought for India’s freedom
but also the scholar and spiritual luminary who
inspired millions to dream of a free and prosperous
nation.

Netaji’s story is one of transformation—from
a young boy immersed in the teachings of the
Vedas to a revolutionary leader who redefined the
contours of India’s independence movement. It is a
story of resilience, where every challenge became
an opportunity to rise stronger. Above all, it is a
story of hope, reminding us that true leadership
lies in serving selflessly and striving tirelessly for
the greater good.

UNHEARD, UNSEEN, UNBROKEN

SNEHA DEVVANSHI
B.Com(H), Il year

I wanted to learn badminton, but I was stopped.

[ wanted to be a singer, but I was mocked.

I loved sketching, and they praised me high,

But when I chose it as a career, they asked me why.

I wanted to go for walks alone, I was tormented.
‘Cause I'm a girl; I have to retreat when prevented.
I was writing poems, letting my thoughts run free,
But they snatched my pen—it was not meant for
me.

I want to make my parents proud; I want to see
them happy.

But the only way to do that is to study and then
marry.
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Ladies in our society are left with no choices,
People preach feminism—will they ever raise their
voices?

Today, I must study, [ must earn,

Yet I must wait—first family, then my turn.
I can’t shout, I can’t stand for myself,

They say dependence defines a woman’s self.

This is the life of a woman, her dreams often
confined,

Shaped by decisions that were never hers to decide.
Tied to expectations, struggling to break free,
Welcome to our society—where she fights to
just be.




IF SHE WERE REAL

HANSIKA SAHU
B.Com(H), I year

Two rooms,

One for me, one for her.
Long hair, Mystique,

A replica of me -

Isn't it unlikely?

If I fall ill, so will she,

Bound by fate, as it's meant to be.
I like painting, she will too,

I'm choosing her - would you?

I will run errands, she'll chase,
To excel in competition, I race.
I'll be groomed for test days,
While she sits in my place,

Her words on paper, but my face.

Then one day, I'll be gone,
Leaving her to grieve alone.

My precious possessions, all she'll receive.
I won't be there to witness or believe.

I'll be far away from home,
Drowned in thoughts,

As deep as the ocean where echoes are caught

But in the end, it's mere illusion.
It would be so much easier
If she were real,

I could leave the dilemmas of my life

For her to deal.

RESILIENCE

KUSHAGRA GUPTA
B.Sc (P) Life Science, | year

Rushing into my room, I shut the door forcefully,
Lying by the door, I cried terribly.

Being bullied in school had become perpetual,
They thought that to their taunts, I was habitual.
But didn't I deserve to be ecstatic just like others?
Depressed in my mind was how I spent those years.

However, I do not hold my previous psyche,
Your bullies, now I find no more spicy.

You intimidate me once more,

A lot more for you I 'have in store.. R
I am more courageous and capable now,

To tyrannize me further, I'll no more allow.

My sorrow led me to a new spring life,

Where in my dwelling, no one would create a strife.
Indeed I deserved to be jovial and thus found my /
happiness, /
To all those suffering there, upon you, may God
shower His bless.

Remember not to get subdued by their negativity,
Rather give them a blow with your creativity!
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YOUR DESTINY ISN'T HERE

CHITESH KAPOOR

BA (H) Economics, | year

Don’t roam here and there
Never waste time

Or you will not be spared
Because God can see you
From everywhere

You may win or lose

But never stay in fear
Don't let your face

To be filled with tears

Though it's raining today
Buf/tg/rxiorrow e —
The sky will be clear

Always care always share
Because true people are rare
The world is becoming mere
Work hard to succeed

Because your destiny isn't here
As we all are aware

That one day

We all will be lying

On a bed of flare
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ETERNITY HAS AN END

CHITESH KAPOOR

BA (H) Economics, | year

A bright day, calm waves
Low crest at the bay

Walking barefoot, white sand
Softer than a tot's hand

A Creation of Nature
Fathomless it was?

Ocean of clouds, swimming passerine
Soothing breeze at the bay

Radiating star, white rays

Warmer than a caress embrace

A creation of Nature
Fathomless it was?

Brightness dimmed, murky clouds
Deluge at the bay

Pellucid crystals, thunder with might
Cooler than a freezing night

Ether cleared, an arch transpired
Band of seven at the bay

Creation of Nature, bow-like bend
Nature is eternal and

Eternity has an end




JUST EGOISM MATTERED

CHITESH KAPOOR

BA (H) Economics, | year

He was betrayed

Souls were changed

Unity was destructed

Its Fragments were shattered...

Friendship minimised
Friends were scattered

Long time passed

When together they laughed
Those laughs went silent
Their echoes were shattered...

Friendship minimised
Friends were scattered

Faces were disguised

True colours faded

Nostalgia is what remained
Those moments never shattered...

But Friendship demised
Just egoism mattered

THE GAME OF THE DEATH HOLE

ARCHITA SINGARIKA SARMAH

B.Sc Physical science, | year

Tick tock, tick tock , tick tock

The clock shouts ----

The time for your soul to venture out and cross the

darkened border.

Suddenly, I woke up with fear in my eyes,

I knew it was the time

The time for karma to trap me in the cardigan of

sin.

I was sternly yanked into the puddle of death hole

The game that everyone fears off.

I found myself completely stuck, strug-g’lig% to

escape : (

I screamed, I cried, I bawled _ /f

But it was of no use. e

I was already trapped in the web knitted by sin £

Today, it was time for me to pay off to karma.

I completely drowned into the puddle. / ;

But suddenly, I heard someone yelling my name. / /
|

Sanity wake up, sanity wake up

I felt a jerk. Oops! it was a dream that gave me a
second chance. |
The chance to save humanity, to save life, to help,
to survive .

Karma works, karma is a trap - "the mouse trap”.
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DIRECTOR

ARCHITA SINGARIKA SARMAH

B.Sc Physical science

Take 1 -

Holding your hands

I first stride into the

Blossom of rose,

Everything felt so new yet..close to the heart.

The essence of love felt so non-fictional,

That every emotion that was packed, erupted
coercionly

But this dream was too momentary.

Suéii,en-ly‘thé scene changed
Cut!

Take-2! Play.

Tears drowned the contentment soul ,
Suffocating the morals.

The soul yelling in pain intolerable with pain
No no, please help her,

I am helpless, she is in emergency

Why so cruel?

Please God lend a hand of help.

Scene Cut! Take-3!

Again a new hand, a new blossom of Lily
Lots of hope -

eruption of emotions, bandaging of wounds
Miracles of life.
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YOUNG

KAZI ROSON MUSTAFA HASAN
Bsc(H) Anthropology, Il year

Being young

Being too quick

in everything

...even with love;
Thinking everything
was my God-given
choice, when it
wasn't.

Being young
Being too fast

in anything

...even with saying
yes, assuming that
it was always
something to be
excited about,
even when it
didn’t look so

cool.

Being young

Being too swift

...also with the word

no, presuming that
nothing was worth it;
trusting that

anything good will hurt;
getting too jaded to try it
first.




PORTRAIT OF A LADY UNDER THE BRIDGE

MAITHILI GOSWAMI
BA(H) English, lll year

Synopsis: I was in a cab, on my way to my flat from the airport when it halted at a red light under a

flyover, and I chanced upon a scene too moving to forget. It was of this destitute woman who sat between

her troop of children, ever the matriarch in all her glory, looking down her nose at the world that had set

her aside at the same time as she fussed over her emaciated children who had rags for clothes and mud for

hair. Only a fool would think her helpless, I thought, for she was stronger than any of us if strength were

ever a thing. This poem was inspired by her. I do not know her name, and doubt that she can read. I only

hope she knows that she is not invisible, not to me and not anymore to those who would do me the honour

of reading this poem.

In the street under the overpass,
Where rats are far too known
To the food in your belly

And the clothes on your person,
She is almighty.

For when the sun is too loud

And the honk of the cars too bright,

When the thirst in your throat is a living thing
that your spirit is as good as a spright,

it is she who stands between

the darkness and the light.

She is the mother who salvages
Grub discarded by those who call you savages.

She is the sister who sings
Lullabies when the noise of the city stings. -

! R oy
She is the brother who protects .y
When to leave you illness, insist the insects.

And as she takes her place

In the centre of the asphalt she calls her space,
Surrounded by her fateful litter

From a man never you saw whose face,

As she refuses to let you succumb

To the cruelty of your race,

And smiles a promise of amelioration

Our kind was never known with to grace,

She becomes the father

Who for you, would set the world ablaze.
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SAILING LIFE

SANDARBH ASTHANA
BA Prog., Il year

You are on a boat
Floating on lite

So beautiful they say

You don’t wanna go away

Everything seems fine
Your sun shines

It's you and only you there
Enjoying the taste of life

Buj, t,hey'§ay na ——
"Nicer things are short-lived”
People start to throw pebbles
Forming ripples

Splashing the noise they say
Your boat fumbles

You become alone in a moment
Feeling life so empty

You waited and waited

But, no one comes

It's life dear

It's all you there

Then

You slip

You stumble

You dive out
Leaving the boat
Full of probabilities!!

Disturbance is a wave
So it died out the next moment
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All was again a sheet of water

Sprinkling the peace
Like nothing happened

Your boat stabilizes

Your life was again on track
Clouds were clearing

Your dream was in front of you
You were ready to go, my friend!
But the boat was empty

No one was there to sail...

PEACE

VAIBHAV KHETAN

BA (H) Economics, | year

A question comes to my mind,

For you, it may be silly or unkind.
But I stand with the truth.

Not thinking of bearing individualistic fruits.
Oh! My dear, it is world

You live with people,

You have to think for others.

I chant Rama, you chant Allah.

I celebrate Diwali, You make Eid.
Then, what is the difference,

When all need peace.

I keep my promise,

You keep yours.

Let's make this world null of chaos.
You are my brother,

I am yours.

Be it Quran or Geeta,

This world is ours!




HERE WE ARE AGAIN

PRATEEK ARSH
BA (H) English, Il year

Here we are again

When love’s in the air

but what about the smog settled deep inside my lungs?
Which pills can one take

to rid themselves of the ailment?

From loving your tears

to praising your fears

From falling in love

to falling apart

Time

The traitor giving me the blues

that I can never recover from

Time and time again

I told you that my favourite colour was blue
and you made me feel every shade, every hue
If you liked the taste of whiskey and the glass
then why did you break the bottle?

I'd rather drown in work
than sink in grief or sorrow
But as I lay my head on the pillow

I question, where’s the golden tomorrow?

A question I asked myself two years ago
I think I did go

from being on your mind to

being on your nerves

Yet, the nerves I can’t cut

as the ties are strong

Remember how I asked for your sweet nothings?
I guess I'm left with 6nly one-half of it

The golden strﬁ‘“d;r—ﬂmy leftrib
knotted to the one under yours

But what if my rib broke > ?
The string snapped

The knot split

Have the Fates run out of yarn?

Unable to weave me an unbreakable string

And it does end

not with a bang

neither with a whimper
but with a sigh that
transitions into silence

and perhaps that’s a sound that can make you go deaf
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AFTERLIFE

BHARAT BHUSHAN RATH
BA (H) Philosophy, I year

The clock struck one.

What have we become?

For you, I am alive,

In your ugly heart that you don’t even have.
The sheer tears are like a waterfall of the eye,
Beautiful to look at,

But a disgust in disguise.

The clock struck two.

For you, I was dyingiis s s
I was/\ygiting TR —
But you were just crying.

I was crying too,

But you were also blind.

You only heard my screaming,
Not the pain behind.

“Help me, save me,”

You never did.

Did you even love me?

That’s what my question is.

The clock struck three.
Silence scream.
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The clock struck four.
My soul died.

The clock struck five.
The ocean sighed.

The clock stopped as it was midnight.
I don’t know where the time went,
Because my breath was dying.

The clock never struck again.
There wasn’t anything like time.
I was getting lost somewhere.
Someone threw flowers on me,
it was like a beautiful curse.

The shadows were talking to me,
we all were listening to the grief in hymn.
It was the time of realization,
we all have come to believe

the love never came,

Now the hate was left behind.
Fortunately, we all died.
Unfortunately, they all survive.




EXPERIMENTALISM IN MUSIC AND HOW | FOUND APLACEINIT

ADITYA BHARDWA]
B.Sc (Hons) CS, 11l year

How experimenting with beats led me to
Desi Hip-Hop, a sound that doesn’t just exist but
demands to be felt. It’s about the artists who shaped
my vision, the raw storytelling that sets DHH
apart, and why I see myself as part of this evolving
movement.

Born and raised up in Delhi, as a child, I have
always been the kind of person who loves tinkering
- curious, constantly experimenting, and finding
excitement in new ideas.

In school, just an average kid, just curious,
tinkering, trying fun experiments.

Ended up majoring in CS at Hansraj.

Hansraj? Great vibes, great culture, great
people.

Unsure of my path for first year, giving all kinds
of stuff a shot - joined societies, tried dramatics,
Dance, filmmaking, showed up at events.

After trying everything, I found what really
clicked.

At first, it was just beats - messing with samples,
layering sounds, turning chaos into rhythm. But
music wasn’t just a hobby. It was the blueprint. The
obsession. The rebellion.

It wasn’t just an escape, but a way to carve
out space in a world that moves too fast—where
thoughts, emotions, and stories get lost in the noise.
The more I experimented, the more I realized I
wasn’t just making music. I was building something
raw, something real.

Then came Desi Hip-Hop—loud, unfiltered,
unpredictable. It didn’t just match my sound. It
gave it a voice.

DHH doesnt fit in a neat box. It's messy,

aggressive, experimental. One track is pure lyrical
fire, the next, a fusion of sounds that shouldn’t
work—but do. That’s what makes it different.

More than anything, Desi Hip-Hop is raw
storytelling. No filters. No pretense. Just real
emotions, real truths—the kind that don’t always
make people comfortable. And that? That’s exactly
the space I want to be in.

If Hansraj has a sound, KRSNA is a big part of
it. He walked these same halls, carved his own lane,
and put Indian rap on the map before the industry
even took it seriousls;._f-l__ig lyricism, his prers’i‘on—
it’s the kind of technical mastery that makes you
sit up and listen. The way he weaves multilingual
flows with punchlines that sting? That’s not just
rap. Thats ceatiE

But hip-hop isn’t just about skill. It’s about
pushing limits. Breaking expectations. That’s
where artists like Chaar Diwaari, Hanumankind,
and Dhanji come in. They don’t just make music—
they build worlds.

Garv Taneja, better known as Chaar Diwaari,
doesn’t just make music—he dismantles the very
idea of what music should be.

Chaar Diwaari’'s ‘Mera Saman Kaha Hai?’
wasn’t just a track. The track is inspired by the
struggles of a close friend with schizophrenia,
highlighting his ability to translate deeply
personal experiences into sonic narratives. While
his music may not be for everyone, Chaar Diwaari
embraces his uniqueness unapologetically. It only
adds to his enigmatic appeal. It feels like a diary
entry I forgot I wrote. No polish, no filters. Just
raw, unshaken truth.
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Seedhe Maut, a hip-hop duo from Delhi,
consisting of Calm (Siddhant Sharma) and Encore
ABJ (Abhijay Negi), likely sees music as a way to
express themselves authentically. Their music

captures the emotions of urban and suburban
youth, such as dreams, aspirations, and struggles,
which inspires me.

And Dhanji? Hailing from Ahmedabad,
Dhanji refuses to be boxed in. He bends language
and sounds like it’s clay, rapping in Gujarati,
flipping cadences, making music that’s straight-
up unpredictable. He’s proof that you don’t have
to follow the rules to make an impact. And then,
there’s the Don Quixote reference—not just a name-
drop, but a manifesto. When an artist laces his work
with spooky typography and Cervantes’ madness,
you're left wondering: is he a lunatic or a genius?
With Dhanji, it’s both.

Like Quixote himself, he isn’t lost in delusion—
he’s committed to a world he’s built in his head, one
where sound knows no boundaries and expression
has no limits. The real madness isn’t in his music—

it’s in a world that refuses to dream as wildly as he
does.

Nanku’s existential crisis wasn’t a phase—it
was a reckoning. Life felt like a script written by
someone else, a story he had stumbled into without
consent. "I didn’t even understand how I ended up
here,” he admitted. It was the kind of disorientation
where everything feels both meaningless and
overwhelming at once.

These artists didn’t just change the sound of
Desi Hip-Hop. They made me believe I could be a
part of it.

I've stopped making hip-hop music—I'm
making music that fuses everything I want into a
single song. - Chaar Diwari

This isn’t just about breaking rules. It’s about
creating new ones.

I'm not just here to listen—I'm here to create.

The underground isn't just evolving; I'm
shaping it, track by track, breaking every limit
placed on sound, words, and expression. And I'm
just getting started.

Manan
BA (H) Philosophy, I Year
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